
Title I Connections 

5 Things Parents Need to Know 
(adapted from an article by Joshua Jenkins) 

 

1. Celebrate Every Success Celebrate every success with a 
“good job” or a high five. Every single one. Don't rely on 
report card grades to be the judge of your student's pro-
gress.  

2. Set Realistic Goals Set a goal that is achievable for you 
and your student that will positively affect his/her read-
ing.  

3. Share Your Own Difficulties When something is diffi-
cult and doesn't come easy, you generally just flat out 
don't want to do it!  Tell your child the things you're not 
great at. Admitting that you also have things you struggle 
with can provide support and help your struggling reader 
understand that people have different strengths and 
weaknesses.  

4. Read Aloud to Your Child Your student can do more—
if you help. Emerging or struggling readers should be read 
to every single day. Hearing someone else read not only 
helps your student hear the language they speak, it also 
has the amazing possibility of sparking interest and a 
chance to work on comprehension without the battle of 
decoding the text.  

5. Small Steps Can Bring Big Improvements “What can I 
do at night with my daughter (or son)?” 

It doesn't need to be complicated. If your child is just be-
ginning to read or is a very slow reader, go over the al-
phabet and letter sounds. Break apart short CVC 
(consonant-vowel-consonant) words (sit, hat, log, and so 
on), and blend these sounds together (/j/ /o/ /b/; job).  

Dates to Remember 
 

January 
9-25 DIBELS mid-year benchmark testing 

26 100th Day of School 
 

 

February 
1-28 Read Across America 

2 McDonald’s Family Night 4:30-7:30 

9 PTO Meeting 6:30 

10 Daddy/Daughter Dance 6:30-8:00 

14 Valentine parties 1:30 

27 PTO after school movie 2:30-4:00 

27 ISTEP testing begins 

(#5 continued) 

If your child is a little more independent, sit with 
her, help her with hard words as she reads, may-
be read aloud a chapter of a fun book to her eve-
ry night before bed. Talk about what happened in 
the story, the characters, and the setting; what’s 
the problem in the story? Read a nonfiction book 
and talk about what you all learned from the 
text. 

If your child is older, let her be the teacher and 
read her books to siblings. Or, teach your child to 
grab a camera or recorder and record videos or 
audio of herself reading.  Then follow along with 
them, checking errors in reading.  
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